2. Secretary's Report. Since publication of the Report of the WFCC (Int. J. Syst. Bacteriol. 25:90-94,1975 ) and the earlier WFCC pamphlet "Aims and Achievements up to December 1973" (available from the Secretary), the following activities and participation of WFCC had taken place.
1973: WFCC joined the International Referral Service for Sources of Environmental Information, an organization of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 1974: WFCC was represented a t two meetings of UNEP, one in July in Nairobi on the "Conservation of Genetic Resources of Micro-organisms and possible contribution of Microbiology to the United Nations Environment Programme", and the other a Meeting of an "Expert Group on Rhizobium" in London in November.
A Report was presented to the Plenary Session of the IAMS Intersectional Meeting in Tokyo, Japan, on WFCC activities. It was agreed that the latter be referred to the WFCC Executive Board for consideration. (ii) Fees. It was agreed by the Meeting that an annual fee from U.S. $10 to $50 should be levied for affiliated collections and that each collection should decide whether it should pay U S . $10, 20, 30, 40, or 50.
It was agreed that the Executive Board could waive the fee for any particular collection but that sustaining membership by the governing body of such a Collection should be sought, and that all culture collections even if they contribute a fee might try to obtain sustaining membership of their governing bodies.
(d) National or Regional Federations, National Committees, other International Bodies. It was agreed that a separate category of membership be established for the above and similar bodies and that no fee be charged for such members.
6. Future election of officers and of Executive Board: (a) Nominations for election. It was agreed that postal nominations should be called for by the Secretary at least 6 months prior to the Conference, and that nominations could also be accepted at the Conference, (A postal ballot of ordinary members had revealed this to be the wish of a majority.)
It was agreed that the new Executive Board should devise the details and conditions for nominations.
(b) Election. Of those ordinary members of WFCC who had replied to a postal ballot on the subject, 17 had favoured election at the Conference and 13 had favoured election by postal ballot.
There was considerable discussion on this subject and it was agreed that decision of the method of 7. Quorum. The question of a Quorum for WFCC Meetings was discussed and it was considered that the establishment of a quorum might raise problems.
It was agreed to recommend to the new Executive Board that they consider the question of a quorum.
8. Culture Collection Problems. The Secretary reported that the conservation of genetic strains, the location of culture collections willing to accept cultures from disbanded collections, the establishment of cell line culture collections, and the choice of cultures suitable for teaching were all under consideration, and would continue to be the concern of the newly elected Board.
